
Chapter 14. Soil 
Answer the following in not more than 20 
words. 
1 What role does oxygen present in the air 
play in the formation of soil? 

 
2 How do changes in temperature help in 
weathering of rocks? 



 

3. Mention the various components of soil. 

 
4.which type of soil is considered the best 
for the growth of plants? 



 
5. Which type of soil has a greater water 
holding capacity- sandy or clayey? 

 
B Answer the following in not more than 40 
words. 
1 How does rain help in the formation of 
soil? 



 
2. What characteristics of soil have a role to 
play in the growth of plants? 



 
3. Which layer of the soil supports the 
growth of the plants? What are the 
characteristics of this layer? 



 
4. What is the substratum? Is the topsoil 
always derived from this layer? 



 
5. What happens to the rainwater that 
seeps through the topsoils?  

 



C Answer the following in not more than 
100 words. 

1. What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of sandy and clayey 
soil? 



 



2. What are the organisms living in the 
soil called? How do they help to 
improve the fertility of the soil? 



 
D Fill in the blanks. 



 
E  Choose the correct option. 

1. The smallest particles of the soil are 
called 
(a) Clay  (b) sand (c)silt (d) gravels.    

Ans. (a) 
2. Which soil is found in the fertile region 

of Panjab and uttar Pradesh. 
  (a)soil (b) black soil (c) alluvial soil (d) 
lateritic soil. Ans(c) 



3. The hard layer of the rock below the C 
horizon is called 
(a) rock (b) substratum (c) bedrock (d) 
Gravel.  Ans.(c) 
4.  carried from elsewhere and deposited 
over the       substratum is called 
(a)Transported soil (b) residual soil (c) 
Subsoil (d) topsoil.            And. (a) 
5. Rainwater washes off minerals and 
deposited them in the  
(a) Substratum (b) B horizon (c) C horizon 
(d) R horizon.  And. (b) 


