
Chapter 17. Air- The Breath of Life 

A Answer the following in not more than 20 words. 

1 Why do air bubbles come out when soil is added to water? 

 

2 Why is the presence of air in the soil essential for plants?  

 

3 Name two elements and two compounds present in the air. 



 

4 Name two major components of air and their approximate proportions. 

 

5 Is the composition of air strictly fixed? 

 



6 Where would you expect the higher proportion of carbon dioxide in the air? 

 

7 In which season would you expect a higher proportion of water vapour in the 

air? 

 

8 Which gas is formed when carbon is burnt in the air? 

 

B. Answer the following in not more than 40 words. 

1. Describe an activity to show that water contains air. 



 

2. How would you show that a candle needs air to burn? 

 



3. Of what use is the hair in your nostrils? 

 

4. Mention five important uses of air. 

 

C. Answer the following in not more than 100 words. 



1. How would you prove that a so called empty glass is not empty? What does it 

contain? 

 

2. How would you prove that air can cause a downward displacement of water? 



 

3. Describe how plants and animals depend on one another for oxygen and 

carbon dioxide. 



 

D. Choose the correct option in each of the following. 

1.Fish derives oxygen from 

(A) water because it is a compound of hydrogen and oxygen 

(B) the soil below water  

(C) the dissolved air 

(D) the atmospheric air.                         (C) 

 

2. Air occupies space and has  

(A) colour. (B) smell.  (C) mass   (D) none of these.     (C) 

 

3. Which of the following constituent of air is used in photosynthesis? 



(A) nitrogen. (B) oxygen.  (C) carbon dioxide.  ( D) dust.   (C) 

 

4. 

 

 

5.

 



6.

 

E. Complete the following. 

 


